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the desire to establish a monopoly, and, not least important, the differ- 
entiation of a group of permanent wage earners, the journeymen. 

Mr. Salzmann's book is therefore by no means a comprehensive 
treatise on medieval English industrial conditions. It is, on the other 
hand, a very useful and scholarly discussion of the technique of some 
ten industries. Mining and quarrying, metal-working and pottery- 
making occupy the author most and constitute more than one-half of his 
chapters. The items relative to the appearance of cannon in England 
during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries are new and significant. 
The description of clothmaking is valuable, serving, as it does, to correct 
the misapprehension that the importance of the industry in England 
began only with the coming of Flemish weavers in the time of Edward 
III. Mr. Salzmann might have strengthened his contention by quoting 
the ordinance of Edward II. (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1 Edward III., p. 99), 
a document which shows what the situation was before letters of pro- 
tection had been issued to Flemings. The author does not explain for 
us in what relation the mysterious " bureller " stood to the draper ; nor 
has he any doubt that Stamfords derived their name from the Lincoln- 
shire borough rather than from stamen forte. One should, however, 
not be censorious of what Mr. Salzmann has omitted but grateful for a 
volume that contains much recondite knowledge, to which students of 
English industrial life will often gladly refer. 

Howard Gray. 

Der Deutsche Staat des Mittelalters: ein Grundriss der Deutschen 
Verfassungsgeschichte. Von G. von Below, Professor an der 
Universitat Freiburg i. B. (Leipzig: Quelle und Meyer. 1914. 
Pp. xx, 387.) 

This work, as the author says in the Vorwort, is the fruit of over a 
quarter of a century of the study and teaching of the constitutional his- 
tory of medieval Germany. 1 In spite of the expressed purpose to stick 
strictly to the constitutional side of the subject — "Der Staat des Mittelal- 
ters als Staat; die mittelalterliche Verfassung als staatliche Verf as- 
sung " — fortunately for the student there is much more latitude of treat- 
ment than is implied in the title. 

The book is at once a treatise on medieval German institutions and 
an historiographical survey. The first part, Literaturgeschichte des 
Problems, will be of keen enjoyment to one interested in historiography. 
It is divided into three chapters, the first dealing with the great inter- 
preters of medieval German constitutional history from Haller (1768- 
1834) to Gierke. Between these parentheses, as it were, Eichhorn, Leo, 
Hegel, Dahlmann, Stahl, Duncker, Mohl, Bluntschli, and Waitz are 

1 In 1887-1888 Below published his well-known Zur Entstehung der Deutschen 
Stadteverfassung, in which he brilliantly combated the hofrechtliche theory of 
town origins. 
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passed in review. In these thirty-eight pages the essential contribution 
of each is set forth with great clearness and conciseness. The inclusion 
of Haller, to whom eight pages are given, and Leo, who has six, pos- 
sibly may not be as much a surprise to others as to myself. The way- 
wardness of Haller's scholarship long ago made me indifferent to him. 
Born in Bern, he lived in Erlangen and in Vienna at the height of 
Napoleon's power (1801-1806) ; after the Restoration he went to Paris, 
where he published, first in French, his work on ha Restauration de la 
Science Politique (Below cites the second, German edition of 1820), a 
work in which Haller pushed to an extreme his legitimist principles. 
He finally returned to Switzerland, abjured Protestantism, and died in 
the Catholic canton of Soleure. Leo's career was little less erratic. 
An enthusiastic member of the Burschenschaft, a participant in the 
Wartburg Festival, under the Holy Alliance Leo became a reactionary ; 
then an ardent Hegelian, then a bitter adversary of it; then a ration- 
alist, under the empire of which thinking he wrote his Geschichte Italiens; 
then a pietist again and reactionary polemist, during which period he 
wrote the Skizzen. Professor Below in spite of this eccentric history 
nevertheless finds Leo an important connecting link between Haller's 
theory of a patrimonial state and the Bismarckian policy. 

The second chapter in part I. (pp. 38-101) deals with the mono- 
graphic literature of the chief economic and social historians of Germany 
in the Middle Ages. Here Wilda, Hegel, Arnold, Nitzsch, Maurer, 
Sohm, Schmoller, Inama-Sternegg, Heusler, Lamprecht, and Gierke 
are passed in review. The scholar who wishes in a flash to learn the 
essential elements in the work of each of these— Wilda's theory of the 
heathen origin of gilds, Karl Hegel's refutation of the Roman theory 
of town origins, Nitzsch's Grossgilde theory of south German town 
beginnings, Gierke's compromise theory that the gild was in part a 
voluntary association, in part an authorized corporation, the variant de- 
terminations concerning the Mark and the Hof as germs of political for- 
mation — all these interpretations are succinctly set forth. Naturally 
Maurer's view that the urban community was a transformation out of the 
village group, its organization being a larger development of the latter, 
receives somewhat extended treatment, since Below himself is the leading 
advocate of this theory to-day. The discussion in this chapter is down to 
date, for Eberstadt, the newest supporter of the hofrechtliche theory, and 
Miiller, the latest exponent of the idea that the gilds had no connection 
with earlier associations, and Keutgen, who has attempted to show the 
non-self-sufficiency of the manor and to discover an early germ in the 
Aemter and the law-merchant all receive notice. 

In contrast with this long chapter the third is brief. It deals with 
purely legal historians — Brunner, Schroeder, Schulte, in particular. 

Part II., Systematische Darstellung (pp. 112-369), may be described 
as a kind of manual of German feudal institutions with an historiograph- 
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ical running commentary. Phrases like "Haben wir es hier nur mit 
Theorien der Literatur zu tun " frequently recur. After a short prefa- 
tory chapter pointing out " Die wirtschaftlichen Voraussetzungen der 
deutschen Verfassung des Mittelalters " (pp. 1 12-128), the remainder of 
the volume is filled by a long, subdivided chapter on particular feudal 
institutions. Historically the termination point of this survey is about 
the year 1000, so that the book really requires a sequel which will con- 
tinue the subject through the Franconian and Hohenstaufen periods. 

Professor von Below is distinguished above most modern German 
writers by an intellectual litheness and a happy style. His obiter dicta 
are often of great suggestiveness and one in search for profitable subjects 
of investigation in medieval German history will often find the door 
to such half-opened to him. For example, on page 125, note, Below 
points out that the activity of free labor in medieval Germany outside 
of the towns is still a subject demanding examination. 

James Westfall Thompson. 

Essai stir les Origines de la Chambre des Communes. Par D. Pas- 
quet. (Paris: Armand Colin. 1914. Pp. 271.) 
An important service rendered by M. Pasquet's book is to bring to- 
gether for comment, more completely than has been done before, the 
various suggestions as to the origin and earliest development of Parlia- 
ment which have been made in the last fifteen years and the original 
evidence which bears upon the question. As to the origin of the rep- 
resentative system and the instances which occur before 1265, he does 
but little more than this. He adds the discussions of another student and 
these are of value, but the solution of the problem is not materially ad- 
vanced. The outcome of his investigation is the traditional view, to 
which he contributes no more than a defense against all suggestions of 
modification, a defense intelligent and based on a good knowledge of 
details, but not always convincing. How much still remains to be done 
by minute investigation of this period may be seen by a comparison of 
Professor A. B. White's article in volume XIX. of this Review, pages 
735-750. 

Doubt is raised at the outset as to the keenness of M. Pasquet's insti- 
tutional insight by the statement on page 1 that the calling to Parliament 
of the new representatives to join the prelates and barons "is only the 
extension to new classes of society of the service of court which till then 
had been demanded by the king of his barons only", an idea wholly 
impossible to that age. Instead of an extension of the principle of court 
service, the new practice is evidence of its fatal decline. The great 
transformation which goes on so rapidly in the reign of Edward I. is no 
extension of the feudal idea whether in court service, or in military 
service, or in the aids, but a breaking down of feudal distinctions and 
properly to be called the end of political feudalism. All these changes 



